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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of Species 1 , figures 1-4 in the reply filed on 
06/28/05 is acknowledged. 

The traversal is on the ground(s) that the species are obvious variants of each 
other presented for the illustration of alternative embodiments. This is found to be 
persuasive and acceptable therefore the restriction requirement is hereby withdrawn. 

Note, Applicant's election of species did not include a listed of the claims which 
applicant believes reads on the elected species. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "first and second 
seat" and magnets of claim 4 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
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changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, the preamble introduces the storage compartment, therefore at line 5, 
"a storage compartment" should be "the storage compartment" . 

In claims 2 and 7, the claim states the storage compartment further comprises a 
storage compartment. The second instant of the storage compartment makes the claim 
appear to include either two storage compartments or a storage compartment within a 
storage compartment. There is no support for the storage compartment including a 
storage compartment. 
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In claim 2, the term "an interior cavity" should be "the interior cavity" because 
claim 1 has already introduced the interior cavity. 

4. Claims 4, 5, 9, 10, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

For claims 4, 9 and 15, it is not clear what applicant considers first and second 
seats formed at opposing ends of the aperture. Applicant does not include these 
features in the drawings. 

For claims 5, 10 and 16, it is not clear what applicant considers first and second 
magnets formed at the ends of the binder rail. Applicant does not include these features 
in the drawings. 

For claim 20, it is not clear what applicant considers first and second seats 
formed at opposing ends of the aperture and what applicant considers first and second 
magnets formed at the ends of the binder rail. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, 11, 13, 14, 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Abraham (US 1,068,621) in view of Bulka (US 5,454,179) and Cole 

(US 214,105). 

Abraham teaches a storage and framing unit comprising: 
a picture frame (5), said picture frame including a front surface/perimeter rail, a rear 
surface, the front surface/perimeter rail defining an aperture/opening (see line 70) in 
said front surface defining a display area, said display area configured to receive and 
retain a picture therein; 

a storage compartment (8) having an interior cavity, said storage compartment 
received adjacent said rear surface of said picture frame (5); and 

means (9) for attaching said storage compartment to said rear surface of said 
picture frame such that said storage compartment can be slideably removed from said 
picture frame, 

the storage compartment having a rear wall and side walls extending upwardly 
from said rear wall, said rear wall and said side walls cooperating to define the interior 
cavity (see lines 73-80 where a single strip of metal is bent on three edges, the three 
edges are understood to form the walls and an interior of the storage compartment); 
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an aperture (11) in said side wall, said aperture allowing access to said interior 
cavity to allow a user to place objects therein; and 

a closure element (13) configured to be received adjacent said aperture, 
wherein said closure element is a binder rail with photo storage pages (12) attached 
thereto, said photo storage pages extending through said aperture into said interior 
cavity when said closure element is installed adjacent said aperture (11). 

Abraham does not teach that the storage compartment can be slideably removed 
from the picture frame and instead uses flanges (9) permanently secured to the rear of 
the frame using fastening devices (10) such as nails. 

Abraham further does not teach mounting channels formed along the rear edges 
of the perimeter rail member, receiver channels formed long parallel edges of the side 
walls of the storage compartment, mounting rails fastened to the rear surface of the 
picture frame, nor a corresponding pair of receiver channels formed along parallel 
edges of the storage compartment. 

Bulka teaches a display frame which includes slideably attaching a front frame 
member (12) to a frame backing member/storage compartment (16) where a sliding 
attachment (42, 52) is used in place of the screw or stapling attachment (42, 56), to 
display a product in an attractive manner. 

Cole teaches a combined picture frame and packing box which includes 
mounting channels (b) formed along the rear edges of the perimeter rail member, 
receiver channels (b) formed long parallel edges of the side walls of the storage 
compartment to provide a photograph-easel and an fancy box for stationary. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the storage and framing unit of Abraham to include wherein the 
storage compartment can be slideably removed from the picture frame, as taught by 
Bulka, to display a product in an attractive manner and to further modify the storage and 
framing unit of Abraham to include mounting channels (b) formed along the rear edges 
of the perimeter rail member, receiver channels (b) formed long parallel edges of the 
side walls of the storage compartment, as taught by Cole, to provide a photograph- 
easel and an fancy box for stationary. 

For claims 6-8, note Applicant has asserted the Species in Figures 1-5 are 
obvious variants of one another, therefore the mounting channels and receiver channels 
of claims 17-20, which are most clearly shown in the prior art Cole, are understood to be 
obvious variants of the mounting rails and receive channels of claims 1-16 and therefor 
Cole is applicable to claims 1-20. For example the locations of the mounting channels 
and the receiver channels of claims 17-20 as compared to the mounting rails and 
receiver channels of claims 1-16 are understood to be admittedly obvious variants 
where the prior art applicable to one group of claims is understood to be applicable to 
the corresponding element in the other group of claims. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cole teaches a picture frame. Shroyer teaches an 
aquarium/picture combination. Ferris et al. teaches a concealed compartment in a 
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picture frame. Primm et al. teaches a storage and framing unit. Hensel teaches a 
refrigerator artwork organizer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Royal whose telephone number is 571-272-6652. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley D. Morris can be reached on 571-272-6651. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Paul Royal 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 



P. Royal 
10/3/2005 




